
Thursday, October 5, 2023

Phase III - Part 1 of 6 in the Tiny Training Series 

This project is funded in whole or in part under a Contract with the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services. The statements herein do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Department.

Q&A Series: Banking & Lending

Montana Child Care
Business Connect



• 30-minute webinars

• Every other Thursday at 1:30pm

• Attendance of four equals 2 hours of ECP credits

• Increase Engagement with Key Subject Matter Experts

• October 5: Bankers & Lenders

• October 19: Accountants

• November 2: Insurance & Risk

• November 16: Legal & Attorneys

• November 30: Human Resources

• December 14: Licensors & Resource and Referral

Statement of Purpose 2023 Training Summary

What is: 

The 'Tiny Training Series’



Goals for Q&A Series

I. Encourage and Empower Relationships

II. Increase Access to Expertise

III. Improve Knowledge About SMEs



What is: 

Launched in:

Focusing on:

Critical Areas:

Staffed by:

2022

Training, Technical Assistance, Mentorship, Community 

Capacity Building, Web-Resource Hub

Supporting communities and entrepreneurs with business 

elements of starting, owning and operating childcare programs. 

Rhonda Schwenke, Jason Nitschke, Heide Borgonovo, Shelby Whelan, 

Alex DuBois, Jennifer Owen, Kendra Edlin, Richard Heitstuman



Education

• 2002 – M.A. Communications – Hawaii Pacific University

• 1997 – B.A. Journalism/Political Science – University of Montana

Economic Development & Entrepreneurship

• 2019-2022 – Vice President – Great Falls Development Authority

• 2014-2022 – Regional Director – Great Falls area Small Business Development Center 

(SBDC)

• 2011-2012 -- Carondelet Estate Services, LLC; St. Louis, MO

• 2000-2002 -- JNitschke Photography; Denver, CO 

Certifications

• 2021 – Certified PeerSpectives Facilitator – Edward Lowe Foundation

• 2017 – Certified Export Counselor – U.S. Small Business Administration

• 2017 – Certified Profit Mastery Facilitator – Business Resource Services

• 2015 -- Economic Development Finance Prof. (EDFP) – National Development Council

• 2015 -- Accredited Small Business Consultant (ASBC) – Association of Accredited Small 

Business Consultants

• 2015 -- Certified Business Advisor – GrowthWheel International

Recognitions

• 2022 – Boots to Business National Instructor of the Year – U.S. Small Business 

Administration

• 2018 – Montana SBDC State Star

• 2010 – Television News Enterprise Award – Montana Broadcasters Association 

• 2009 – Television Sports Reporting Award – Society of Professional Journalists

• 2007 – Television Sports Enterprise Award – Montana Broadcasters Association

Jason Nitschke; MA, EDFP

Senior Child Care Business Advisor

"Helping entrepreneurs turn 

visions into reality"



Bob Gieseke  
Vice President, Senior Business Banker

3030 N. Montana Ave

Helena, MT 59604

Direct: (406) 495-2405

BGieseke@valleybankhelena.com 

mailto:BGieseke@valleybankhelena.com


Time to Talk Banking & Lending!

Two Primary Themes:

Improving Relationships

Stop Comingling





For more on Building Your Team

https://childcarebusinessconnect.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/06/B.A.I.L.-TEAM-_-POTENTIAL-

AND-CURRENT-PROVIDERS.pdf 

https://childcarebusinessconnect.com/tiny-training-webinar-series/how-to-utilize-a-business-advisor/ 
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More Professional Development Opportunities:

Past Recordings Available At:
On-Demand Webinars: ChildCareBusinessConnect.com 

Tiny Training Series
October 19: Accountant

November 2: Insurance & Risk
November 16: Legal 

November 30: Human Resources
December 14: Licensors & Resource and Referral

Register through your ECP Account:  
https://www.mtecpregistry.mtecp.org/register.aspx?evid=518051

Eastern Montana Events
10/10/23 – Rural Resource Partner Roundtable – Wolf Point

9:00am-5:00pm
233 Cascade St # 3 - Great Northern Development Corporation, Wolf Point MT 59201

10/12/23 – Rural Resource Partner Roundtable – Baker
9:00am–5:00pm

21 Main Street – The Coffeehouse at Lawlers, Baker MT 59313

https://childcarebusinessconnect.com/education-events/ 

https://childcarebusinessconnect.com/education-events/
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How’d We Do?
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